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29th April 2021 

E-Mail:

Re: Acknowledgement of FOI request IE_FOI_458 

Dear , 

I refer to your request dated 29th March 2021 made under the Freedom of Information Act 2014, which was received on by 
my office on that date, for records held by Iarnród Éireann. 

Request: 

I am seeking the following information regarding procurement contracts which I would be grateful if you could furnish me 
with. I am seeking the full list of contracts issued by your organisation in the years 2018, 2019 and 2020 which would have 
contained a social clause. A social clause is a provision in a procurement contract which seeks to promote a certain goal be it 
environmental, labour activation, gender balance, etc. 

In 2019 the Department of Public Expenditure and Reform and the Department of Communications, Climate Action and 
Environment, jointly issued Circular 20/2019: Promoting the use of Environmental and Social Considerations in Public 
Procurement. Certain bodies have already included such provisions in recent contracts and I am attempting to ascertain 
whether yours has done the same. 

In the event such contracts are identified I am seeking the following information in tabular form: 

• The nature of the contract work
• The value of the contract work
• The date of the contract work
• The type of social clause included (environmental, social, etc)
• A description of the social clause included

Response: 

Please find attached documentation as requested 

Rights of appeal 

In the event that you are not happy with this decision you can make an appeal in relation to this matter, you can do so by 
writing to the FOI Unit, Corporate Communications, Iarnród Éireann Irish Rail, Connolly Station, Amiens St, Dublin 1 or by e-
mail to foi@irishrail.ie.  You should make your appeal within 4 weeks (20 working days) from the date of this notification, where 
a day is defined as a working day excluding, the weekend and public holidays, however, the making of a late appeal may be 
permitted in appropriate circumstances.  

The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of the staff of this body. 



Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the above, please contact the FOI Officer on or by email at 
foi@irishrail.ie 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Freedom of Information Executive 

 



Record No. Date of Record Brief Description
No. of 
Pages

Decision: 
Grant/Part 

Grant/Refuse 
Section of Act 
if applicable 

Record 
Edited/Identify 

Deletions
1 29-Apr-21 IE_FOI_458 Response 2 Grant

2 29-Apr-21 IE_FOI_458 Part Grant S36

Commercially 
sensitive 

information

Signed: 

Freedom of Information / Data Protection Executive

Freedom of Information Request: 
Schedule of Records for IE_FOI_431 : Summary for Decision Making 



IE_FOI_458 Response 
 
 
In response to your recent request for information regarding procurement contracts issued by IÉ 
in  2018, 2019 and 2020, which comply with the provisions and instructions of Circular 20/2019 , 
“Promoting the use of Environmental and Social Considerations in Public Procurement”, please see 
attached spreadsheet.   The attached document includes details and examples of tender processes 
for the supply of goods, services or works with a reduced environmental impact as well as those 
contracts which included “green criteria” and “social/environmental clauses”.   These contracts 
demonstrate compatibility with the objectives relating to the protection of the environment and 
combatting climate change as well as disability access and inclusivity. 
 
IÉ contracts contain provisions as standard, which require the supplier/contractor to comply with all 
applicable obligations in the fields of environmental, social and labour law applying under national 
and EU law as well as various international conventions on social, environmental and labour law 
matters “at the place where the works are carried out or the services provided”.  All applicants who 
seek to qualify for the tender short list must execute a declaration of eligibility stating that they have 
not failed to comply with their obligations in this regard for a public contract.   
 
IE contracts also contain specific pay and labour conditions clauses. E.g. in the standard IE contract 
for the purchase of goods, Section A6 (1) outlines below requirement:  
 
A6 Supply of Goods and Supplier’s Obligations  
(1) The Supplier shall supply the Goods to IE for the Charges in accordance with (a) the terms and 

conditions of this Contract (which includes the Schedules), (b) Good Industry Practice (c) applicable 
Law, including but not limited to all obligations in the field of environmental, social and labour 
law  that apply at the place where the Goods/services are provided, that have been established by EU 
Law, national law, collective agreements and by international, environmental, social and labour law 
listed in Annex  XIV of the Utilities Directive, and (d) in compliance with IE Standards, at the times and 
on the dates and to the Delivery Points as set out in the Contract or as otherwise notified in writing by 
IE to the Supplier.  The sale of the Goods to IE shall be deemed to include the provision to IE of all 
related manuals, technical instructions, log books, warranties, guarantees and other documentation 
provided by the Supplier or any other person on its behalf. 

With regard to the application of “green criteria”, please note that criteria to assess suppliers’ 
approach to environmental issues are used as standard selection criteria in IÉ’s Pre-Qualification 
Questionnaire, with the majority of tenders run in 2018, 2019 and 2020  requesting applicants to 
provide copies of their documented Environmental Management System or Environmental 
Policy.  The full list of contracts is provided in the second sheet in the attachment. 
Recently, more focus has been put on developing the criteria further to apply a more meaningful 
assessment of suppliers relevant to the subject matter of the tender.  An example of this is the 
recent tender to establish a framework agreement for the supply of ballast.  Further details are 
included in the attached document. 
 
Furthermore, where appropriate, IÉ uses life cycle cost or whole life cost criteria to evaluate tenders, 
taking into consideration not only the capital costs but also the long term operational and 
maintenance costs as well as the reliability of the system/equipment and the path to 
obsolescence.  Also, where appropriate and relevant to the subject matter of the contract, specific 
criteria relating to sustainability are used.  An example of this is the recent tender to establish a 
framework agreement for the supply of new electric rolling stock.   
 



The Circular references the appropriate training of procurement personnel in Green 
Procurement.   This is an area of focus for the IÉ Procurement team in 2021 and so far this year, 
members of our team have attended a training programme developed by EPA.   We are also part of a 
sustainability steering group at CIE Group level and also participating in the Business in the 
Community programme.   It is anticipated that with further training, the ability to develop and 
expand the green criteria will improve within the IÉ Procurement team. 
 
Finally, it is noted that the Circular specifically references the need to ensure access to tenders by 
SMEs.  IÉ recognises the value of SME’s and local suppliers to our organisation.  When considering 
the consolidation of requirements into long term agreements, IÉ is always cognisant of the need to 
ensure that SMEs and local suppliers continue to have access to our tenders.  For example, when 
establishing framework agreements for Building & Civil Works, three separate tender process were 
carried out and turnover was set out in accordance with the value of the contract, 1)tender values 
under 100k, 2)tender values €100K to €1m, 3)tender values €1m to €5m. This encourages more 
SMEs to participate in the competition.  
 
The move to e-tendering and digital execution of documents has also facilitated this improved 
access to tender opportunities as well as the interface between IÉ and the supplier. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further queries. 



Item 
No. Year 

Contract Title/ Nature of 
the Work Value of Contract

Duration of 
Contract (Date of 
Commencement 
and Expiry)

Green Selection Criteria 
(Tick Box and Provide 
Wording)

Green Award Criteria/ Conditions 
of Tendering (Tick Box and 
Provide Wording) Environmental or Social requirement in Scope of Services or Specification 

Environmental  or 
Social Clause in 
Terms and 
Conditions

1 2019

Framework Agreement for 
the Leasing of Cars and 
Vans 3 Years

Yes - The selection criteria 
requested applicants to 
provide a copy of their 
Environmental Policy.

Yes-  The award criteria is based on 
Whole Life Cost “WLCC” - Tenders 
will be evaluated on the basis of 
their life cycle cost including lease 
+maintenance + estimated fuel 
cost over the period of the lease. The scope of the agreement includes the leasing of electric and hybrid vehicles N/A

2 2019 On Board Catering Services
3 - 5 
Years(06/01/2020)

The selection criteria 
requested applicants to 
provide a copy of their 
Environmental Policy.

Tenders were assessed on the basis 
of their methodology for waste 
management. 

The Scope of Services requires the service provider “where possible promote the use 
of ‘Fair Trade’ products within the catering offer” and also “to dispose of train waste in 
an environmentally conscious manner. N/A

3 2021

Framework Agreement for 
the Supply of new Rolling 
Stock involving the supply 
of electric multiple vehicles 
(EMU) and battery electric 
multiple vehicles (BEMU)      

Contract to be 
awarded in Q3 2021.

Contract 1 – 10 Year 
Framework 
Agreement

Contract 2 – 15 Year 
TSSSA

Sustainability Management P  

Sustainability (2.5%)
Operational Cost – Energy 
Consumption (7.5%)

4.3.1 - A whole life environmental impact assessment in line with ISO 14040 
(Environmental management - Life cycle assessment - Principles and framework) shall 
be undertaken in line with waste hierarchy principles. This shall cover rolling stock 
construction, manufacture, delivery, operation, maintenance/overhaul, and end-of-
life. Environmental impacts to be considered include energy usage, emissions, water 
usage, materials usage, waste, pollution, and noise and vibration.

4.3.2 - A description of how ‘Design for Disassembly’ principles have been adopted by 
the Manufacturer shall be provided, and shall cover issues such as the marking of 
plastics and avoiding the blending of materials.

4.3.3 - Based on the terms defined in ISO 22628 (Road vehicles - Recyclability and 
recoverability - Calculation method), targets for end of life recyclability and recovery 
shall be stated. An End of Life Manual shall be provided detailing the disassembly, 
identification and segregation methods. This shall include the end of life disposal 
methods for each component.

4.3.4 - The Units shall comply with the following regulations:
 
o	European Union (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) Regulations 2014, as 
amended. 
o	European Union (Batteries and Accumulators) Regulations 2014, as amended. 
o	European Union (Restriction of Certain Hazardous Substances in Electrical and 
Electronic Equipment) Regulations 2012, as amended.

6.13.1 - The Units shall be provided with an electric braking system which can 
maximise the recovery of braking energy.

6.13.2 - All the energy recovered by the traction system during braking (other than any 
electrical losses) shall, where the infrastructure permits, be returned to the OHLE, 
except for that used to charge the traction batteries, where fitted, or, to supply the None Specifically

4 2020
Framework Agreement for 
the Supply of Ballast (7595) 2020 to 2024 Framew N/A

Applicants are required to provide
a copy of their environmental
policy.
The environmental policy should
cover commitment to pollution
prevention, mention developing
environmental targets and
objectives and also a commitment
to continual improvement.

2.2.1 Track ballast supplied to Iarnród Éireann must be hard, durable, natural crushed 
stone of a quality which satisfies the requirements of this specification.2.2.2 Ballast 
must be produced without blending material from different geological sources.
2.2.4 Ballast must be free from chemical contamination and all clay soil and cohesive 
particles. N/A

5 2020

 g  
Information System- 
consideration for 
accessibility for all 
passengers- as per the 
board paper “The new 
system is compliant with 
the European Railway 
Agency’s People with 
Reduced Mobility Technical 
Specification for 
Interoperability (PRM-TSI) 
and will display all of the 
letters in the Irish and 
English alphabets” 2020-2024 N/A

The environmental policy should
cover commitment to pollution
prevention, mention developing
environmental targets and
objectives and also a commitment
to continual improvement.

5.4.4 The PIS controller will make automated announcements in both Irish and English 
(audio & text). 5.5.3 Displays shall be capable of displaying messages in both English 
and Irish languages in multi lines and pictograms.

5.5.4 Displays shall be capable of displaying all the set of characters for the Irish Gaelic 
Language as established in the Irish Standard Specification for ‘Information 
Technology – Irish 7-bit Coded Character Sets’ (I.S. 433:1999), and in the ‘Information 
Technology – 8-bit single-byte coded graphic character sets’ (ISO/IEC 8859-15:1999). N/A

6 2019 Supply of Rip Rap Stone None QS 3 Years N/A N/A

The tender process required applicants or Tenderers to comply with the requirements 
of Fisheries Ireland in relation to the sourcing of stone to avoid contamination of the 
waters in the locality where works were being undertaken. N/A

Irish Rail Tenders Promoting Use of Environmental or Social Consideration










