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22M July 2016

Re: FOl request IE_FOI_049

Dear-

| refer to the request which you made under the Freedom of Information Act 2014 for records held by this
body:
Request -

« Any information, documentation and correspondence relating to the decision to install a mast at

Drumcondra Station

Please see attached record which details items regarding the GSM-R roll out including masts. You wili note

that our contractor has invoked a confidentiality clause surrounding documents, reports and surveys.

Rights of appeal —

in the event that you are not happy with this decision you can make an appeal in relation to this matter, you
can do so by writing to the FO! Unit, Corporate Communications, lamrod Eireann Irish Rail, Connolly Station,
Amiens St, Dublin 1 or by e-mail to foi@irishrail.ie. You should make your appeal within 4 weeks (20
working days) from the date of lhis notification, where a day is defined as a working day excluding, the
weekend and public holidays, however, the making of a late appeal may be permitted in appropriate

circumstances.

The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of the matter by a more senior member of the staff of this

body.

Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the above, please contact the FOI Officer on 01-
7034293,

IM Human Resources Decision Maker, [arnrod Eireann

Cathaoirleach Chairman - P Gafiney{UK). Stitirthoirl Directors: £ Allan, © Griffillis {UK), T McGes(UK}, M McGreavy (UK). J Moloney

F O'Mahony, T Wynne; Priomh Fheidhmeannach Chisf Execulive: D Franks

larnréd Eireann - lrish Rail, cuideachta ghniomhalochta ainmnithe, faoi theorainn scalreanna, cléraithe in €irinn ag Stéisiun Ui Chonghadle,
Baile Atha Cliath 1, Ur. 119571 Ur. CBL.: IE 4812851 0

tarneéd Eiraann — lsh Rail, 2 designated aclivity company, imited by shares, regisiered in Irefand at Connolly Station, Dublin 1

No 119571 VAT No. it 4812851 O



uonels 2ipudiwnig 1e 1sew

E 2 ||EISU} 01 UQISIZAP 341 01 SUIR (D) UDISD3P JO $ISBY JO MBIAIIAQD T I
SUOIISIRQ 3Jqedtjdde 12y 4O UCRIAS ISNAY UL saded pJoday ON
vondudsag Jauy
Z_ucwn_\vmﬁum pio33y LBd/luessy 1uoIsnag 100N J0 31eq pI029yY

SUieln UOISDAQ 40} AJRLILING : 53071041 10} SPLODSY 4O NPIPS

assnbay UOELLEIOIUT JO WORDRLS




Record #1

IE_FOI 049 - Overview of basis of decision relating to the decision to install a mast at Drumcondra
Station

Following the publication in 1996 of a directive that required all member states to implement on
board and trackside systems that enable trains to operate seamlessly across the evolving European
high speed raii network, in 2005 a feasibility study was undertaken to determine a replacement
strategy for the existing analogue radio system, larnréd Eireann (IE) decided to adopt GSM-R as a
replacement technology. This study detailed the requirements for provision of fixed infrastructure
required to roll out this GSM-R system. This was followed by a site-by-site examination of the IE
portfolio and configuration of the base-station antenna system based on local coverage targets.

IE has prepared its existing 128 sites to allow for the GSM-R panel antennas to be installed so as to
optimise its existing sites. Alongside this, additional sites were determined based on the importance
of railway nodes {major junctions, stations etc) and extrapolation of the existing sites to provide
900MHz voice coverage.

The radio cell planning for the Greater Dublin Area was the put out to tender so that companies
could tender for the design outputs for the GSM-R coverage of the Greater Dublin Area. The winning
contractor then had responsibility for further assessing each site and determining where best to
place the radio masts for the GSM-R system. All surveys, documents and details relating to this
decision were kept by the contractor and is deemed as commercially sensitive and confidential
information under the terms of the contract between IE and its contractor,




Stéaisitn Ui Chonghaile, Baile Atha Cliath 1, D01 V6V6
Connolly Station, Dublin 1, D01 V6V6
01 703 4293 foi@irishrail.ie www.irishrail.ie

30t August 2016

Re: FOI Request Acknowledgement [IE_FOI_049 internal review]

pear I

| refer to your email dated 4" August 2016 which was received by this office on that date, in which you
have made a request for an internal review of the response to IE_FOI_049 which you made under the
Freedom of Information Act 2014 for records held by this FOI body. Your original request sought:

Original Request —

e any information, documentation & correspondence relating to the decision to install a mast at
Drumcondra Station

On appeal you wanted to ‘express you dissatisfaction’ at the response issued to date.

I, Barry Kenny, am a more senior member of the staff of this body than the person making the first decision
and | have decided on 30th August 2016 to release a redacted version of the document prepared for
larnréd Eireann in relation to your request. This decision on review is an entirely new and separate
decision on your request, and is explained as such below.

Decision

I reviewed the original correspondence, and enquired on the records sought, which primarily concern the
basis for the decisions made by larnrdd Eireann personnel in this matter. Having done this, | am satisfied
that there was a document that should have been issued to you in the initial response.

| enclose for your attention a schedule of these records, this schedule summaries to you my findings and
reasons why certain items have been redacted under the FOI Act 2014.

Cathaoirleach Chairman - P Gaffney(UK), Stitrthéiri Directors: F Allen, C Griffiths (UK), T McGee(UK), M McGreevy (UK), J Moloney;
F O’'Mahony, T Wynne; Priomh Fheidhmeannach Chief Executive: D Franks
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You may appeal this decision by writing to the Information Commissioner at 18 Lower Leeson Street,
Dublin 2. There is a fee of €50 for such appeals, other than appeals against a decision to impose a fee.
If you wish to appeal, you must usually do so not later than 6 months from the date of this natification.
Should you write to the Information Commissioner making an appeal, please refer to this letter.

If an appeal is made by you and accepted, the Information Commissioner will fully investigate and
consider the matter and issue a fresh decision.

Yours sincerely,

Barry Kenny,

FOI Internal Reviewer,

Corporate Communications Manager, larnréd Eireann





