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Dunleer – June 2014  

 

Iarnród Éireann currently has no plans to develop a railway station at Dunleer, nor is 

there currently any funded third-party proposal for such a development. 

 

Iarnród Éireann’s policy is that new stations should be externally funded, either as 

part of the Exchequer-funded capital investment programme or through private 

development contributions. 

 

While no specific business case has been developed for Dunleer, it is believed to be 

highly unlikely to generate the required return on investment to justify inclusion in 

Exchequer-funded investment programmes.  Based on business case for similar 

population elsewhere, a Dunleer Station would be expected to generate 63 boarders 

per day.  The estimate for a basic, accessible commuter station would be in excess of 

 million. 

 

Service impacts on existing services would be to add between 3 and 3.5 minutes 

onto journey time. 

 

We would of course liaise with any third party with a funded proposal also. 

 





>
>
> Thanks in advance for your support and prompt reply.
>
>
> Kind Regards
>
>

>
>
>
> Dear Minister 
>
>  Our letter is a result of a recent meeting with the committee of Stop@Dunleer... The sole objective of this
group is the re-opening of Dunleer Railway Station. As it is a stated objective of the County Development plan,
their aim is to revive this local connection, at the centre of a 40km stretch of non-stop rail track - the longest
unserviced distance between Irish Rail stations, on this important economic Dublin-Belfast corridor. This region
is forecast to have 60% of the population of the island, and produce more than 70% of the GDP by 2020, as
predicted by a DCU report by Prof Brian MacCraith.
>
> Ever since the station shut its doors in 1984, there have been calls for its re-opening. To give some of the
background and reasoning for this contemporary ambition, we want to refer to its' inclusions in many
commended reports, studies and plans over the past 15 years.
>
>  In 1999 An Taisce the National Trust for Ireland compiled and launched an Urban Design Strategy,
supported by Louth County Council, the Heritage Council, the School of Architecture University College
Dublin and the Dunleer community. Therein the potential value of the Train Station was recognised.
>
>  In 2003 a Scoping Study for the Regeneration of the Rail Corridor Area between Drogheda and Lurgan was
compiled by Environmental Research Management on behalf of Mourne and Newry District Council,
Craigavon District Council and Louth County Council. The report recommended to Louth County Council that
it continue to work towards the reopening of Dunleer Station.
>
>  The Louth County Development plan 2003-2009 stated on page 128 under policy P 8.4 "to seek the
reopening of Dunleer railway station."
>
>  The 2010-2016 Louth County Development Plan on page 163 under policy TC19 "To secure, in co-operation
with Iarnród Éireann, improved rail services in County Louth, particularly for the mid and south Louth areas."
>
>  Some facts as are recorded. When the development pressure was at it's height in 2006 a planning application
was submitted to develop lands adjacent to the station with no regard for the potential reopening of the facility,
even though it was a clearly stated objective of the County Development Plan. Subsequent to three appeals by
An Taisce, a prescribed body under the planning acts, all appeals were upheld by An Bord Pleanala. This was
primarily because the proposed developments would prejudice the reopening of the train station.
>
>  The Dunleer Local Area Plan 2010 - 2016 page 32 7.5.6 Rail
>
> While Dunleer has no rail access, the Dublin - Belfast railway line passes through the town. Louth Local
Authorities remain committed to reinstating rail travel for the mid-Louth area and effectively the re-opening of
the railway station in Dunleer or another location serving mid-Louth would prove a significant resource to the
town and the surrounding hinterland.
>
> Policy, IN 21 To encourage rail use as a sustainable mode of transport and to promote the reopening of the
rail service to the town and to ensure the future protection of lands adjacent to the railway station from
inappropriate development that could jeopardise the long term likelihood of the reopening of the rail station.
>
>  The Mid Louth area is the home of 60,000+ people,  - that is the population catchment potentially able to
travel to Dunleer station more efficiently and quickly than either of the other local options, with less
interruption to traffic in Drogheda or Dundalk. With Dunleer station re-opened, we estimate that at least 200



cars would be taken out of each of these towns at rush hour times each day.
>
> In this relatively compact region we have some of the most internationally recognised indigenous industries -
Kingspan, Suretank, Anglo Beef Pkg, Glen Dimplex; successful export led industries and global leaders in their
fields, these are expanding companies who require the best employees to sustain their continued success.
Making this region more accessible can only aid this aim, and promote all local economic sectors, including
sensitive and sustainable development of the area.
>
>  The best and the brightest need education options. There are ten third level institutions on this corridor
accommodating over 150,000 students. The residents of Mid Louth and beyond deserve the chance to be able to
choose their third level education college options, and a local train station would allow for this wealth of choice.
>
>  This is also a quality of life issue - a social issue. Train travel is pleasurable and efficient - people can work
on the train, it is reliable and rarely affected by weather. As well as being the safest form of ground
transportation, it is also the most equitable and accessible form of transport. Most importantly however, it
addresses the National, European and Global necessity that carbon emissions are urgently reduced.
>
>  Former President  stated last week the 14th of April on Morning Ireland, that world leaders
have at most two decades to get this issue corrected. A vital strand to this objective is re-thinking our travel
policies and taking more vehicles off our congested roads and out of our cities and towns. The recent IPCC 5th
assessment report and the Working Group 3 report paints a very clear picture of the consequences of "business
as usual". This local initiative will contribute in a small way to our national commitment regarding our
reduction of Green House Gas Emissions.
>
>  In relation to Tourism - a growing, and increasingly important driver of the economic recovery, the Mourne,
Cooley, Gullion proposed UNESCO Geopark provides an excellent counterpoint to the existing UNESCO
World Heritage Site of Bru na Boinne. Between them, they create an emerging but important tourism corridor.
In line with the principles of sustainable tourism, it is important that visitors are afforded a range of transport
modes including rail, bike and walking, in addition to the car and public bus transport, along this corridor, with
plenty of opportunities to stop off along the way. Dunleer is convenient to both the Boyne Valley, home to over
22 historic sites and world renowned heritage such as Newgrange, Tara, Monasterboice, Oldbridge, as well as
event and holiday locations such as Tankardstown, Bellingham Castle and Clogherhead. The heritage, sport and
culture of the locality will become more attractive with the improvement of transport links and accessibility.
The many fine houses and gardens of Mid-Louth that are now open to the public are amenities that would be
better served with this revitalised service.
>
>  It is mooted that rail is not money making and this may well be the case. However, for reasons of economic,
social and environmental sustainability, rail is endorsed and promoted by the European Commission. It is
recognised that there is a social dividend pay back. The TEN-T programme has a budget of EURO 26bn
between 2014-20, with the objective to promote growth and expansion in both passenger and freight
transportation. For all the reasons stated before, the Commission has plainly been very active in restructuring
the European rail transport market and strengthening the position of railways vis-à-vis other transport modes.
>
>  So our proposal is not only practical today, but prescient and sensible for the future.
>
>  We the undersigned as members of Oireachtas, in support of the Stop@Dunleer initiative, ask of the Minister
for Transport to allocate resources to research and attain funds that are available to assist in this widely
supported objective. We ask also to have Irish Rail execute a definitive plan to reopen Dunleer Train Station in
a time efficient manner as we are well aware at this point of the historical context of this objective.
>
>  We ask of you to afford us the opportunity to meet with you regarding this issue.
>
>
>
> Yours Sincerely,
>
>
>

>



>
>
>
>
>
>
>
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Príomh Fheidhmeannach, Connolly Station, Dublin 1 

T 01 703 2454   F 01 703 2608   E info@irishrail.ie   W www.irishrail.ie

Cathaoirleach Chairman - P Gaffney(UK), Stiúrthóirí Directors: F Allen, P Golden, T McGee(UK), J Moloney; J Nix,  

F O’Mahony, T Wynne; Príomh Fheidhmeannach Chief Executive: D Franks  

Cuideachta Theoranta Cláraithe in Éirinn ag Stáisiún Uí Chonghaile, Baile Átha Cliath 1

A Limited Company Registered in Ireland at Connolly Station, Dublin 1   No. 119571   Vat No. IE 4812851 O 

Mr   

Senior Executive  

Louth County Council 

County Hall  

Millennium Building  

Dundalk  

Co. Louth 

04 October 2016 

Dear M  

Thank you for your letter of 4th March. 

There are no plans at present under consideration to open a station at Dunleer.  Both capital and 

current funding to Iarnród Éireann has been reduced dramatically in recent years, and within available 

funding we must prioritise essential maintenance. 

For some time, it has been our policy that new stations should be funded by third parties, and meet 

required business cases – either external capital investment or developer funded, and there is no 

proposal from any third party to develop a station at Dunleer at present or provide funding. 

While the medium term horizon would not suggest a significant change in this funding environment, 

we would be happy to arrange for a representative to attend a future meeting of Louth County Council 

to discuss this and other areas of interest to councillors. 

Yours sincerely, 

Chief Executive 
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A Limited Company Registered in Ireland at Connolly Station, Dublin 1   No. 119571   Vat No. IE 4812851 O 

Mr  

Dáil Éireann 

Leinster House 

Kildare Street 

Dublin 2 

15th January 2015 

Dear Deputy  

I refer to your Dáil questions No. 933 to Mr. , T.D., Minister for Transport Tourism 

and Sport in relation Dunleer Station, which has been passed to me to reply to you directly. 

To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport his plans to re-open Dunleer railway 

station; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 

Iarnród Éireann has no plans at present to reopen Dunleer Station.  The company’s policy for a 

number of years has been that new station openings must be funded by a third party.  The company is 

not funded by the Exchequer or by any private interest to this end, nor are there any funding proposals 

under consideration to its knowledge.  However, the company will ensure that no action is undertaken 

which would preclude any reopening funded by third parties in the future.  

Yours sincerely, 

Chief Executive 
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 TD 

Dáil Éireann, 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2 

 

 

18th April 2016 

 

 

 

 

Dear Deputy  

 

I refer to Dáil Question No. 855 Ref No 6885/16 below which has been passed to me to respond to you directly.  

 

To ask the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport the status of the re-opening of Dunleer Railway 

Station in County Louth; and if he will make a statement on the matter. 

 

Iarnród Éireann has no plans at present to reopen Dunleer Station.  The company’s policy for a number of 

years has been that new station openings must be funded by a third party.  The company is not funded by the 

Exchequer or by any private interest to this end, nor are there any funding proposals under consideration to its 

knowledge.  However, the company will ensure that no action is undertaken which would preclude any 

reopening funded by third parties in the future.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Chief Executive 
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31st May 2017  

 

 

Dear Ms.  

Thank you for your correspondence and observations relating to the potential re-opening of a rail station in 

Dunleer.  

Iarnród Éireann receives many requests for both new greenfield stations and disused stations to be re-opened 

throughout the network.  Ultimately, any new station proposal must meet the following criteria: 

 the proposal must be fully supported by relevant transport strategy & planning policy (NTA/DTTaS/An Bord 

Pleanala approval as required) 

 the proposal must have a robust Business Case in line with current Government Public Spending Code & 

sector specific Common Appraisal Guidance for transport related projects (available from DTTaS website).   

 full demand assessment of each scheme using the NTA Transport model is required as an input to the 

Business Case 

 the project must be fully funded by 3rd party finance 

 

While there are no plans that we are aware of currently to reopen the station at Dunleer, or to progress 

developments which could potentially strengthen such a business case, Iarnród Éireann will engage with any 

parties proposing such a project, and ensure that no action is undertaken which would preclude any reopening 

which meets the criteria set out above in the future. 

Yours sincerely, 

Chief Executive 









From:
"

Subject: RE: Dunleer Train Station
Date: Monday 23 November 2020 13:59:11

Dear 
All is good here hope you are well.
I have been advised as below:
Iarnród Éireann receives many requests for both new greenfield stations and disused stations to be re-
opened throughout the network. Ultimately, any new station proposal must meet the following criteria:

· The proposal must be fully supported by relevant transport strategy & planning policy (National
Transport Authority/Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport/An Bord Pleanala approval as
required).

· The proposal must have a robust Business Case in line with current Government Public Spending Code
& sector specific Common Appraisal Guidance for transport related projects (available from DTTAS
website).

· Full demand assessment of each scheme using the NTA Transport model is required as an input to the
Business Case.

· The project must be fully funded by 3rd party finance.
While there are no plans that we are aware of currently to reopen the station at Dunleer, or to progress
developments which could potentially strengthen such a business case, Iarnród Éireann will engage with any
parties proposing such a project, and ensure that no action is undertaken which would preclude any
reopening which meets the criteria set out above in the future.
Regards,

From:  
Sent: 20 November 2020 14:40
To
Subject: Dunleer Train Station
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
H
I hope you are well.
We have received a PQ regarding any plans to reopen Dunleer train station. We’re proposing
that the Minister’s reply says ‘I am not aware of any decision in relation to the reopening of the
station at Dunleer’ but we want to make sure that is the case. We don’t need any background
info just whether there is any plans to reopen. The PQ is for answer next Tuesday, I’d be grateful
if you could please come back to me by lunchtime on Monday.
Kind Regards,

Sustainable Mobility Investment Policy Division
__
An Roinn Iompair
Department of Transport
Lána Líosain, Baile Átha Cliath, D02 TR60
Leeson Lane, Dublin, D02 TR60
__
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Dáil Éireann, 

Leinster House, 

Kildare Street, 

Dublin 2 

  

 

25th January 2021  

 

Dear Deputy  

 

I refer to your Parliamentary Question 1103/21 below to Mr.  T.D., Minister for Transport, which has 

been passed to me to respond directly.  

 

To ask the Minister for Transport if he will request full feasibility studies to take place on the opening of a 

much needed train station on the north of Viaduct Drogheda, County Louth and the reopening of Dunleer 

train station in mid-County Louth in advance of the imminent DART expansion to Drogheda both of which 

would further decrease the need to use private vehicles in the county and help meet carbon targets; and if 

he will make a statement on the matter. 

 

As you can appreciate Iarnród Éireann receives many requests for both new greenfield stations and disused stations 

to be re-opened throughout the network.  

 

The delivery of any new rail infrastructure necessarily involves a multi-agency approach in the planning, design, 

funding and construction of a scheme. There are also strict Government enforced conditions in place surrounding 

the release of funds for capital infrastructure projects which must be adhered to by all agencies wishing to draw down 

public funds. These are set out under the Public Spending Code drawn up by the Department of Public Expenditure 

and Reform.  

 

In general, therefore before Iarnród Éireann can receive public funding to proceed with any rail infrastructure scheme 

the following conditions must be met;  

 

• the proposal must be fully supported by relevant transport strategy & planning policy (National Transport 

Authority /Department of Transport/An Bord Pleanála approval as required)  

• the proposal must have a robust Business Case in line with current Government Public Spending Code & 

sector specific Common Appraisal Guidance for transport related projects (available from the Department 

of Transport website)  



• full demand assessment of each scheme using the National Transport Authority’s Regional Modelling 

System is required as an input to the Business Case 

• the project must be fully funded by 3rd party finance  

 

There are no plans that we are aware of presently to reopen the station at Dunleer or open a station at Drogheda 

North, or to progress developments which could potentially strengthen such business cases. That said, Iarnród 

Éireann will engage with any parties proposing such projects.  Iarnród Éireann will ensure that no action is undertaken 

which would preclude any future reopening of the stations, if funded by third parties and which meets the conditions 

set out above, which apply to all rail infrastructure project proposals. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Chief Executive 




