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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report details the results of Advance Targeted Archaeological Test Excavations at Newtown, Ballyhea, Co. Cork as part of the Cork 

Line Level Crossings Project. The site comprises two large open fields currently in use as pasture set in a landscape of undulating hills, 

in the townland of Newtown, civil parish of Ballyhay and barony of Fermoy in County Cork.  

The site is within the zone of archaeological notification associated with a Recorded Monument listed within the Record of Monuments 

and Places for County Cork (1998). This monument is described as a partially levelled Ringfort - rath (CO008-040----) located adjacent 

and west of the northern end of the site and depicted on the first edition OS map of 1840 where the south-eastern bank appears as the 

most substantial. By the time of the third edition OS map, it is depicted as a circular area with a field boundary extending roughly north-

east to southwest across it.  

There are no Protected Structures on the site or in Newtown townland identified in the Cork County Council Development Plan 2013–

2019. The nearest architectural heritage site is listed within the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) is a parochial house 

(NIAH Reg. No 20900805) located c. 0.34 km to the southwest of the site. 

This programme of Advance Targeted Archaeological Test Excavation was based on the results of a geophysical (Fluxgate Gradiometer) 

survey undertaken as a component and in advance of the Cork Line Level Crossings Project (20R0017) carried out by Archaeological 

Management Solutions in February 2020 and Target Archaeological Geophysics in June 2020. The Test Excavations Strategy was 

designed to assess the nature of geophysical anomalies of archaeological potential detected during these surveys. The results of these 

test excavations will inform the Cork Line Level Crossings Project Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 

Ian Russell of ACSU undertook the test excavations under licence 20E640 between the 17th and 18th November 2020. A metal detector 

was used under licence 20R249 to scan all relevant archaeological and potential archaeological soils. A total of 16 test trenches were 

excavated across the footprint of the site using a 14 tonne tracked excavator fitted with a 1.8m wide toothless bucket. In total 226m of 

linear trenches were excavated. Anomalies identified during the geophysical survey (20R0017) were targeted (trenches 1-13). In 

general, the average thickness of the topsoil measured c. 0.35-0.55 m and consisted of dark reddish-brown sandy clay with frequent 

stones exposing a natural, mid-reddish-orange sandy clay with stones. 

No remains of the Ringfort (CO008-040----) were exposed within the excavated trenches in the north part of the site. In Field 1, the ditch 

C4 exposed in Trench 4, to the northeast of the Ringfort, represents the remains of a field boundary shown on the Ordnance Survey 6-

inch map of 1840. In Field 2, in Trench 8, a linear depression in the field was visible and represented modern farm tracks running along 

the former field boundary. 

It appears that the remaining anomalies identified in the earlier geophysical survey represent geological differences in the natural and/or 

changes in the topsoil, and therefore are not of archaeological origin. 

While no archaeological material was exposed, the test trenches were limited and targeted the anomalies identified in the course of the 

geophysical survey only. The possible presence of smaller archaeological features can not be dismissed however; therefore it is 

recommended that the area is subject to more general test trenching throughout the full land take area, in advance of construction works 

commencing. The details of any mitigation measures will be set out in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 
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13. APPENDICES  

13.1  Appendix 1: List of Plans and Sections 

Table 8: List of plans and sections  

 

  

Plan No. Type Details Features Scale Date 

1 Plan Digital survey plan of all 
features and trenches 

All 1:20 Nov 2020 

2 Section Northwest facing section 
drawing of ditch C4 

C4, C5, C6 1:10 Nov 2020 
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13.2 Appendix 2: List of Photographs  

 Photo No. Context No. Description Date Taken 

Photo (1) - Test Trench 2 facing northwest 17/11/2020 

Photo (2) C3 Test Trench 2 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (3) - Test Trench 1 facing west 17/11/2020 

Photo (4) - Test Trench 3 facing north 17/11/2020 

Photo (5) - Test Trench 4 facing northeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (6) - Test Trench 4 facing southwest 17/11/2020 

Photo (7) - Test Trench 5 facing northeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (8) - Test Trench 6 facing northwest 17/11/2020 

Photo (9) - Test Trench 7 facing west 17/11/2020 

Photo (10) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (11) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (12) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (13) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (14) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (15) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (16) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (17) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (18) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (19) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (20) C4, C5, C6 Ditch C4 in Test Trench 4 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (21) - Test Trench 10 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (22) - Test Trench 8 facing southwest 17/11/2020 

Photo (23) - Depression across field at Test Trench 8 facing east 17/11/2020 

Photo (24) - Test Trench 9 facing northeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (25) - Test Trench 11 facing northeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (26) - Test Trench 12 facing southeast 17/11/2020 

Photo (27) - Test Trench 14 facing northeast 18/11/2020 

Photo (28) - Test Trench 13 facing northeast 17/11/2020 
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 Photo No. Context No. Description Date Taken 

Photo (29) - Test Trench 15 facing west 18/11/2020 

Photo (30) - Test Trench 16 facing north 18/11/2020 

Table 9: List of photographs  
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Plate 3: Test Trench 3, facing north 

Plate 4: Test Trench 4 facing south-west showing modern ditch C4 in plan 
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Plate 5: Test Trench 4, northwest facing section of modern ditch C4, facing southeast 

Plate 6: Trench 5, facing northeast 
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Plate 7: Test Trench 6 facing north-west 

Plate 8: Test Trench 7 facing west 


