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WELCOME

WELCOME TO THE
PREFERRED ROUTE
CONSULTATION

PROGRESSING THE DEVELOPMENT

OF THE NAVAN RAILWAY

larnréd Eireann is developing Navan Railway, a proposed new rail connection between Navan and M3
Parkway, connecting to the existing rail network towards Dublin. The Navan Railway is an extension of
DART+, and the new rail line will provide frequent, reliable and sustainable public transport.

A public consultation on the emerging preferred route (EPR) took place between May and July 2026.
Following the consultation, during which 1,520 submissions were received, further engineering, transport
and environmental studies were undertaken. This work, together with the feedback received, has informed
the Preferred Route presented in this brochure.

The project team is now inviting feedback on the Preferred Route as the project progresses to the

next stage of design and assessment. The Emerging Preferred Route was the initial proposal presented
following the option selection process, while the Preferred Route has been refined through further analysis
and consideration of the feedback received. The Preferred Route is not the final design of railway, stations
and associated infrastructure, and the project has not yet entered the statutory planning process.

larnrod Eireann invites you to review the Preferred Route for Navan Railway and provide

feedback to help inform the next stage of project development, including preliminary design and
environmental assessment.

The public consultation is open until Thursday 10 December

NOW:
Emerging Further Preferred
Preferred Route assessment Route
consultation and design Consultation

.........................................................

Preferred
Route

Feedback
reviewed
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EMERGING PREFERRED ROUTE CONSULTATION

EMERGING PREFERRED
ROUTE CONSULTATION

YOUR FEEDBACK, OUR RESPONSE

Between May to July 2026, larnréd Eireann undertook a public consultation on the Emerging Preferred
Route for Navan Railway. The consultation sought feedback on the proposed route, station locations and
local issues that should be considered as the project develops and the feedback received indicated strong
public recognition of the benefits of the Navan Railway.

The objective of first public consultation was to bring initial proposals to the public and identify any
feedback, concerns or local knowledge before selecting the Preferred Route.
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EMERGING PREFERRED ROUTE CONSULTATION

Level of satisfaction with the Emerging Preferred Route

Very Satisfied
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Dissatisfied

Very Dissatisfied
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Following the consultation, the project team reviewed all submissions received, and undertook further
technical analysis and assessments. This work helped identify opportunities to refine the project, respond
to feedback raised during consultation and support the selection of a Preferred Route for Navan Railway,
with a view to carrying out further analysis to address concerns.

Detailed review and assessment of submissions

Further engineering and transport planning assessments

Additional surveys and site visits along the proposed route

ACTIONS TAKEN Environmental studies

Identified and addressed key concerns raised in submissions
/ Local insights to inform preliminary design development and
environmental impact assessment

. Q Refinements informed by consultation

OUTCOMES Confirmed the Preferred Route
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FURTHER ASSESSMENTS AND STUDIES

FURTHER ASSESSMENTS
AND STUDIES

The issues raised by communities, landowners, stakeholders and members of the public informed

a programme of further analysis and technical studies. This work sought to better understand the
opportunities, constraints and local issues identified during consultation and support the selection of a
Preferred Route for Navan Railway.

Quarryland / Rathregan

Alternative route alignments were assessed in response to feedback relating to land severance and
flooding. As a result, the route has been adjusted to align closer to the original railway corridor.

Dunshaughlin Station and Park & Ride

Further assessments were undertaken to consider the location of Dunshaughlin station and Park & Ride.
Following modelling and analysis, the station location remains the same as the Emerging Preferred Route.
The Park & Ride has been moved closer to the station.

Leshemstown

Alternative route alignments were assessed in response to feedback on the proposed road realignment at
Leshemstown Lane. As a result, the route has been adjusted to minimise impact on residential properties in
Leshemstown.

Dunsany Area

Additional multi-criteria analysis was carried out of alternative routes in the Dunsany area were carried
out in response to concerns about reinstating the original rail line through Dunsany Estate. The analysis
indicated that the original railway corridor continues to be the preferred option.

Navan South Station

Modelling and analysis were carried out to assess the need for an additional station serving the south of
Navan. The analysis determined that an additional station in the south of Navan is not justified. However,
passive provision has been provided for a future station in that location.

Road realignments

Further consideration has been given to the proposed road realignments of the L2209 at Rathregan and the
L4010 in Kilmessan. Analysis was carried out to identify opportunities to avoid, reduce and mitigate potential
impacts on nearby residents and properties. The analysis resulted in changes to the road realignments in these
locations.

Further detail on the assessments and studies undertaken and the changes made to the proposed route is
available in the Technical Review of Feedback on the Emerging Preferred Route (EPR) Report.
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FURTHER ASSESSMENTS AND STUDIES
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PROPOSED STATIONS

NAVAN NORTH STATION

]
Ratholdren Road
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Aura Leisure
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Preferred Route Railway Facilities and Parking

I Proposed Station Location Area fOI: Trains
B Proposed Park & Ride NENENNE Pedestrian Access

Local

Situated in the northern part of Navan's urban area, this station will serve a large

Accessibility population, with nearly 39,000 residents within a 30-minute walk or cycle of the

proposed station location.

Local Park & Ride A large car park is proposed at this station, expanding the station's catchment area

Facilities

Access to
Amenities

Growth and

to nearby commuters north of Navan.

Navan North station will provide access by train to local attractions and amenities,
including the Boyne Valley to Lakelands Greenway, Blackwater Park and Aura
Leisure Centre.

The station will support growth in the area, and will facilitate social, economic and

Development residential development.
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PROPOSED STATIONS

NAVAN CENTRAL STATION
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Preferred Route
I Proposed Station Location

Vehicle Access
ENNNNNENE Pedestrian Access

Centrally Located Located a short distance from the centre of Navan, this station will serve a
significant population with approximately 36,000 people living within a
30-minute walk or cycle.

Pedestrian- Navan Central Station will provide safe pedestrian and cyclist access. Given the

Friendly Access station’s urban location, parking facilities are anticipated to be limited however
the station will feature a taxi / car drop-off area and will be fully integrated with
modern and accessible pedestrian and cyclist facilities.

Interconnectivity This station supports integration with local bus services and multimodal
connectivity.

Enhanced Access Navan Central Station will improve public transport connections to Navan's urban

to Navan core, allowing passengers to access amenities including the Solstice Arts Centre
and Pairc Tailteann. This station will support the town's economy and encourage
travel to Navan for work, leisure or tourism.
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PROPOSED STATIONS

KILMESSAN STATION
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Preferred Route Vehicle Access
I Proposed Station Location NENNNNEN Pedestrian Access
s Proposed Park & Ride

Boosting Local This station will significantly increase the frequency and reliability of public
Connectivity transport services in Kilmessan.

New Station This new station is proposed to be located on a different site to where the former
Kilmessan station was. This is to reflect development at this site since the original
station was closed.

Local Park & Ride A large car park will enable residents from surrounding towns and villages to travel
Facilities to Kilmessan and park there before onward travel to Navan or Dublin.

Enhanced Kilmessan station will enhance access to other urban centres by public transport
Connectivity including Navan, Dunshaughlin and onward to Dublin City Centre and beyond,
expanding access to education, healthcare and employment opportunities.

Unlocking Future  This station will unlock growth potential in Kilmessan and facilitate future housing
Development delivery.
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PROPOSED STATIONS

DUNSHAUGHLIN STATION
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Preferred Route Vehicle Access
I Proposed Station Location NENENNN Pedestrian Access
s Proposed Park & Ride Active Travel/Public Transport Interchange

Strategically The proposed station is located between Dunshaughlin town and the M3
Located Motorway. It will be accessible from the main street in the town and from the
roundabout at M3 Dunshaughlin Service Station.

Supporting Local A direct public transport connection will improve travel into Dunshaughlin and

Development will help the area evolve as a self-sustaining growth town. The station will support
economic expansion, create new job opportunities and encourage compact
development.

Local Park & Ride  This station will offer parking spaces, expanding its catchment area so commuters
Facilities from nearby towns and villages can access the new railway.

A Thriving Dunshaughlin's proximity to Dublin makes it a prime commuter location. This

Commuter Town station will provide the town with a reliable and direct link to the city centre,
unlocking access to employment, amenities and services for residents, and
supporting future development.

PAGE 11



PUBLIC CONSULTATION BROCHURE
KEY FEATURES OF NAVAN RAILWAY

KEY FEATURES OF NAVAN RAILWAY
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WHAT NAVAN RAILWAY

COULD DELIVER

BENEFITS OF NAVAN RAILWAY
FOR COMMUNITIES, CONNECTIVITY
AND SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

Navan Railway will provide a frequent, reliable and sustainable public transport option enhancing
connectivity, enabling growth and reducing carbon emissions.

Extension of
DART+ to Navan

Enhanced
Connectivity

Enabling Growth
& Development

Electrified
Rail Travel

Expanded Access
to Services

Navan Railway will be an extension of DART+
from M3 Parkway that will bring high frequency
and high-capacity electrified rail services to Navan.

Navan Railway will connect communities along

the route with Ireland's integrated and expanding
public transport network. Navan is the largest town
in Ireland not currently on the rail network.

Navan Railway will enable the delivery of housing,
as well as economic development for
communities along the proposed route.

The electrified Navan Railway will encourage
sustainable transport choices, supporting the
transition to a low-carbon, climate resilient
society and reducing dependency on private cars.

The Navan Railway will expand local communities'
access to employment, education, healthcare and other
services across the proposed route. This project will
also facilitate travelling by public transport to County
Meath for commuting, leisure and tourism.
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PROJECT HISTORY

PROJECT HISTORY

Navan Railway is a new project. The
planning and development for it started
from the beginning to comply with
current Irish and EU legislation, as well as
Government policies. Many route options
were considered and analysed, as well

as population growth since 2011, as part
of this process to identify the Preferred
Route.

The Preferred Route follows a similar
route to the original railway, making use
of the disused railway corridor where
possible.

L =

Records Society (IRRS)

e
e

1862

The original Navan to Clonsilla Railway line opened.

1947

Passenger services stopped.

1963 - 1967

Goods services stopped in 1963, the railway was
dismantled and the lands were sold.

2008 - 2011

Works were carried out to reopen the M3 Parkway
(Dunboyne) to Clonsilla section of the railway. Early-
stage works began on the Navan to M3 Parkway section
however, the project was put on hold in 2011 due to the
economic challenges that Ireland faced at that time.

2023

Work resumed to progress the Navan to M3 Parkway
project on publication of the Greater Dublin Area
Transport Strategy. A Design Team was appointed in
November 2024.

2026

Summer 2026: Emerging Preferred Route Consultation

Winter 2026: Preferred Route Consultation.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVE

WHY NAVAN RAILWAY
IS BEING DEVELOPED

PROJECT OBJECTIVE

The overarching objective of Navan Railway is to deliver a frequent, reliable, integrated, sustainable, and
attractive public transport option that provides safe and high-capacity inter-connectivity for existing and
future demand between Navan, the Greater Dublin Metropolitan Area, and intermediate urban areas.

Project Sub-Objectives

q Enable consolidation of compact sustainable economic development and
E H population growth in the study area.

Reduce reliance on the private car, congestion and related environmental impacts.
Deliver sustainable travel options attractive to users (including in terms of journey
time, punctuality, frequency, inclusivity, comfort and personal security) when
they are choosing how to access employment, education and services in Navan,
the Dublin Metropolitan Area, and elsewhere in the study area.

<(/’ ) Contribute towards national, regional and local policy goals in relation to 2050

decarbonisation targets.

network (with a corresponding reduction in the number of recorded collisions

Minimise the impact during delivery and operation of the scheme on the local
environment, mitigating any residual impacts.
® total vehicle mileage) and limiting any increase in the number of conflict points.

ﬁ Contribute to transport safety by reducing the annual vehicle mileage on the road
()
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POLICY CONTEXT

Navan Railway is strongly supported by national, regional, and local policy.

National Policy

This project will support key policies including the National Development Plan Review 2025, the Climate
Action Plan 2025 and the All-Island Strategic Rail Review. The project will contribute to Ireland's ambitions
to decarbonise public transport, enhance regional and rural connectivity, and enable compact growth and
economic development.

Regional Policy

Delivering Navan Railway is an objective of the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) Transport Strategy 2022 -
2042, which aims to develop 100km of new electrified rail line. The project is also recognised as important
to economic growth and development of the wider Eastern Midlands region.

Local Policy

Navan Railway aligns with the Meath County Development Plan and other local plans and policies by
contributing to the development of a well-connected and low-carbon society that supports social and
economic growth.

= 40

Mational Development
Plan Review 2025
Transpodt Strategy

2022
»rr 2042

\Q Development Plan
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NEXT STEPS TO DELIVER NAVAN RAILWAY

: ; PROJECT
Option Selection Pipreaai
Process HERE

Preliminary Design &
Environmental Assessments

Decision on the Railway
Order Application

Construction &
Commissioning

Commence Passenger
Services

The Navan Railway project has now progressed to the Preferred Route stage. Over the coming months,
all feedback submitted during this public consultation will be considered and further design development,
environmental assessments and technical studies will be undertaken.

During this next phase, the project team will refine the Preferred Route and advance the preliminary
design. Environmental assessments will be undertaken and engagement with property owners and
stakeholders will continue.

A Railway Order application (similar to a planning application) will then be prepared and lodged with An
Coimisian Pleanala. larnréd Eireann will endeavour to keep all stakeholders updated and informed as the
project progresses through the phases of development.
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HAVE YOUR SAY

This consultation provides an opportunity to review the Preferred Route for Navan Railway and provide
feedback. Your feedback, insights and local knowledge on the Preferred Route, proposed stations and
associated infrastructure are important in helping to inform the next stage of project development. In
particular, feedback is sought on:

The Preferred Route and refined corridor boundary

Changes made since the Emerging Preferred Route Consultation

Associated infrastructure, including proposed road realignments, crossings and utility diversions
Environmental considerations

Community and property considerations

Local knowledge that may help inform the next stage of design

Other opportunities or constraints that should be considered

Following this consultation, all feedback received will be reviewed and considered by
the project team.
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INFORMATION TO SUPPORT YOUR FEEDBACK

Route Changes and Refinements

Further studies were undertaken in response to feedback received during the Emerging Preferred Route
Consultation. These studies informed the Preferred Route and identified where changes were required and
where the original proposals remained the most appropriate option.

Your feedback is welcomed on the Preferred Route and any changes or refinements made since the
Emerging Preferred Route Consultation.

Updated Corridor Drawings

More detailed technical drawings showing Preferred Route corridor have been published as part of this
consultation. The project team invite you to review these drawings and submit any feedback you may have
in relation to Preferred Route.

Our project team will be available at the consultation events to explain the drawings to you should you
wish.

Station Locations and Accessibility

The Preferred Route includes four proposed stations at Navan North, Navan Central, Kilmessan and
Dunshaughlin.

Feedback received during the previous consultation highlighted the importance of station accessibility,
parking provision, walking and cycling connections, and integration with surrounding communities. Your
feedback is welcomed on the proposed station locations and how accessible they are for you.

Property and Land Impacts

Developing Navan Railway may require the acquisition of land and could affect nearby properties, farms
and businesses.

Further design and assessment work will continue as the project progresses. The project team welcome
any information or local knowledge relating to property, access, agricultural activities or local communities
that should be considered.

Environmental Considerations
The project may affect biodiversity, landscape, cultural heritage, watercourses, noise and vibration.

Environmental assessment will continue during the next stage of the project. Your feedback is welcomed
on any environmental issues, opportunities or local knowledge that you believe should be considered.

Useful Documents and Reports
Visit the project website to view:
The first Non-Statutory Public Consultation Findings Report

The Technical Review of Feedback on the Emerging Preferred Route Report

Technical drawings showing the new corridor boundary, a vertical profile indicating the height
of the proposed railway and information on required earthworks

An interactive map of the Preferred Route
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The consultation drawings and documents
are available for you to view and download
on our project webpage at
www.irishrail.ie/navan-line

How your feedback will be processed

Navan Railway project team will consider all of the submissions made during the public consultation period.

The feedback received will be used to inform the project's design and environmental assessments to
progress towards the next stage of development to identify a Preferred Route. A report will be published
summarising the feedback received during this consultation and how it informed the design development.
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